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turn were divided into greater and smaller
communes, over each, of which was a legisla-
tive body, half appointed and half elected.
The presidencies were only administrative
units. The system of courts was in general
similar to that of Austria.
History. In the Middle Ages. In 796
Charlemagne drove the Avars from the ter-
ritory between the Enns and the Eaab and
united it to his empire as a margravate, and
from the establishment of this margravate
the present Austro-Hungarian Monarchy
took its rise. In 900 the Hungarians de-
scended upon the country and gained posses-
sion of it, but half a century later they were
driven out by Otho I and the province was
 law in 1438, Albert V, son-in-law of the
Emperor Sigisrnund, became king of Bohe-
mia and Hungary and was also chosen
emperor as Albert II. So great had the
power of the Austrian house become in Ger-
many, that from this time on the Hapsburgs
were able almost always to secure the im-
perial dignity for themselves.
In 1453, under Frederick III, Austria be-
came an archduchy, and by the marriage of
Frederick's son Maximilian to Mary, daugh-
ter of Charles the Bold of Burgundy, the
Netherlands were annexed to the Austrian
possessions. Maximilian, when he became
emperor on the death of his father in 1493,
transferred the government of the Nether-
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reunited to the German Empire. From 982
to 1156 the margravate was hereditary in the
dynasty of the Babenbergs, and it was dur-
ing this time that the name Oesterreich (east-
ern country), from which is derived the name
Austria, was given to the country. In 1156
the territory west of the Enns was annexed
to Austria, and the whole was made a duchy.
From this time on there were various acces-
sions of territory, and the rulers of Austria
increased their power until in 1282 Ottokar,
one of the strongest of the dukes, ventured
to resist the authority of the emperor, Ru-
dolph of Hapsburg. Ottokar was killed in
the struggle, and in 1282 Rudolph assigned
the territory to his own sons, Albert and Ru-
dolph.
Under the Hapsburgs. From that time
until 1918 the family of Hapsburgs ruled in
Austria. During the two centuries that fol-
lowed, the country was constantly disturbed
by wars, either with rebellious subjects or
with neighboring provinces, but the duchy
grew constantly in extent and in its influence
in Germany. On the death of his father-in-
 to his son Philip, who by his marriage
with Joanna of Spain secured possession of
the Spanish throne for the Hapsburgs.
Philip died before Maximilian, and Charles I
of Spain, the son of Philip, succeeded Maxi-
milian as emperor in 1519. He abdicated the
imperial throne in 1556 and his brother,
Ferdinand I, succeeded him. Ferdinand, by
his marriage with the sister of the king of
Hungary and Bohemia, had succeeded to the
rule of those countries; but a rival king had
been elected in Hungary, and it was only
after a long struggle that Ferdinand's hold
on a part of Hungary was confirmed. When
Ferdinand died in 1564, Ms son Maximilian
II succeeded him as ruler of Austria and as
king of Hungary and Bohemia, and he on his
death was succeeded by his son, Rudolf II,
Matthias, the brother of Rudolf, attained the
imperial dignity in 1612 and he had his
eotisin, Ferdinand of Styria, made king of
Bohemia and Hungary. The refusal of the
Bohemians to accept as their king the Catho-
lic Ferdinand brought on the Thirty Years'
War, in which Austria represented through-

